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Tiny county in Anhui earns big honor

Yixian dubbed
one of nation’s 137
famous historical,
cultural cities

By ZHU LIXIN in Hefei

hulizi hinadaily.com.cn

ixian, Anhui province, is

one of the country’s small-

est counties in terms of

population with about
76,000 residents.

Nevertheless, the county possess-
es 1,684 immovable cultural relics —
mostly ancient residential buildings
— and was thus recently listed by
the State Council, China’s Cabinet,
as a national famous historical and
cultural city, a list that also includes
counties.

The central government has so
far granted the title to 137 regions,
which vary from metropolises as
large as Beijing to counties as
small as Yixian.

Xu Juan, deputy director of Yixi-
an’s housing and urban-rural
development bureau, said the
county first applied for the nation-
al honor in 2010.

“One of the highest honors a
region could get in China, the
award is the result of the local gov-
ernment’s all-out efforts,” she said,
adding that Yixian was established
as a county more than 2,200 years
ago during the Qin Dynasty (221-
206 BC).

To distinguish Yixian from other
regions, the State Council’s state-
ment, issued in June, emphasizes
that the county has “distinctive
characteristics for regional cul-
ture”, a reference to its Huizhou
culture, according to Xu.

Huizhou prefecture, which
existed for nearly eight centuries,
was established in the 1120s to
govern six counties, including
Yixian.

So far, three Huizhou counties
have been listed as national famous
historical and cultural cities.

The listing of Yixian will play an
important role in protecting
Huizhou culture and preserving
its heritage, according to the local
government.

Comprehensive protection

The State Council approved 99
national famous historical and
cultural cities in three batches —
1982, 1986 and 1994 — and
approved another series of regions
subsequently.

According to the Law of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China on the Pro-
tection of Cultural Relics, such a
city is defined as one with an unu-
sual wealth of relics of important
historical value, or high revolu-
tionary memorial significance.

The law was first issued in 1982
and has been amended multiple
times.

The first three batches of cities
were recommended by a national
team of experts. The central
authorities listed the cities and
required local governments to car-
ry out strict protection measures.

Regulations were later updated
to call on such regions to be
approved for the designation at
the provincial level, which meant
provincial authorities had to look
more strictly into how the relics
were being preserved.

In addition, a supplementary
law was created for the Regulation
on the Protection of Famous His-
torical and Cultural Cities, Towns
and Villages, which took effect on
July 1, 2008.
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Better protection of
ancient buildings and
cultural heritage
requires delicate
restoration and
avoidance of major
surgical operations.”

Xu Juan, deputy director of
Yixian's housing and urban-
rural development bureau

According to that regulation,
such areas should meet multiple
conditions, including demonstrat-
ing their efforts to strongly pre-
serve cultural relics and clustered
historical buildings.

The basic requirement is that
these areas must have two or more
historical and cultural blocks
within their protection, the regula-
tion says.

In addition, traditional patterns
and historical styles and features
should be preserved in such
regions, and applicant areas
should either have been a histori-
cally political, economic, cultural,
transportation or military center
or have been the site of a historical
event, according to the regulation.

Those that don’t meet require-
ments may still qualify if they have
traditional industries, or have
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completed major historical pro-
jects that have had an impact on
the development of their respec-
tive areas, or they collectively
reflect the cultural or ethnic fea-
tures of their local architecture.

Conflicts and warnings

Yixian has preserved 92 cultural
heritage protection units, includ-
ing Xidi and Hongcun villages,
which have jointly been designat-
ed as a UNESCO World Heritage
Site.

In addition, the county has pre-
served six national famous histori-
cal and cultural villages, 44
national traditional villages, three
provincial famous historical and
cultural blocks and 66 intangible
cultural heritage items, according
to the local government.

Being listed as a national
famous city poses potentially
exceptional opportunities but also
tremendous challenges for the
local cultural heritage protection
and tourism development, said
Xu, the Yixian official.

In 2013, the central authorities
publicly criticized eight national
famous historical and cultural cit-

ies — including Anhui’s Shouxian
county, which was listed in 1986 —
for their incompetent cultural her-
itage protection measures.

Shouxian was the last capital of
the Chu Kingdom during the War-
ring States Period (475-221 BC)
and has preserved a city wall built
during the Song Dynasty (960-
1279).

Maintaining the urban area’s
historical layout meant the county
could not carry out large-scale
infrastructure construction. And
restoring the large number of
dilapidated ancient buildings
inside the walled area placed tre-
mendous financial pressure on the
government, according to Shen
Qiang, former Party chief of
Huainan city, which has governed
the county since 2015.

Shouxian had been a key nation-
al county for poverty alleviation
until 2019.

Though the local government
had taken corrective measures,
relative efforts seemed difficult,
according to Shen, who made the
remarks in 2016.

Though multiple levels of gov-
ernments had invested 279 million
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yuan ($43 million) during the 12th
Five-Year Plan period (2011-15) to
protect the ancient city, the county
still lacked enough funds to
restore 145 ancient buildings and
move the original residents out to
new urban areas, Shen said.

Between 2010 and 2013, Datong
city in Shanxi province, which was
part of the 1982 batch, rebuilt its
ancient city wall with stones and
bricks. The wall was originally
built with rammed earth.

Datong has also been criticized
by the central authorities. In 2019,
it was pointed out that the city has
replaced many of its original
ancient buildings with new ones
that were simply built in an
ancient style.

At a news conference in 2014,
the National Cultural Heritage
Administration said that it would
implement a withdrawal mecha-
nism for national famous histori-
cal and cultural cities.

If a city loses its designation,
officials responsible for wrongful
practices will be seriously pun-
ished.

After Datong and four other cit-
ies were criticized in 2019, they
were warned that they would have
three years to correct their mis-
takes.

“Better protection of ancient
buildings and cultural heritage
requires delicate restoration and
avoidance of major surgical oper-
ations,” said Xu, whose depart-

ment is making a plan for
cultural heritage protection
before 2035.

National designation will help preserve cultural

By ZHU LIXIN in Hefei

hulizi hinadaily.com.cn

To local officials and residents in
Yixian county, Anhui province, the
really exciting thing about being
designated a national famous his-
torical and cultural city could be
that the honor proves it has played
an important role in the develop-
ment of Chinese civilization, a
county official said.

In a statement issued in June,
the State Council awarded the des-
ignation to Yixian, which has exist-
ed for more than 2,200 years.

Xu Juan, deputy director of Yixi-
an’s housing and urban-rural
development bureau, said the

county deserves the honor.

Among its 1,684 immovable cul-
tural relics, more than 90 percent
are residential buildings. The
remainder includes city walls, tem-
ples, bridges and wells.

Yixian also has 92 cultural heri-
tage protection units, with the larg-
est one being the cluster of 126
ancient residential buildings in
Xidi village.

Hongcun village is another such
unit. Though Xidi and Hongcun
are about 18 kilometers apart, they
are jointly listed as a UNESCO
World Heritage Site and are collo-
quially referred to as “the country’s
most beautiful villages” thanks to
their natural landscapes and

ancient buildings.

In 2012, they were both designat-
ed Chinese Traditional Villages, a
list for well-preserved villages
established before the end of the
Qing Dynasty (1644-1911).

Yixian has 42 other such villages,
according to the county govern-
ment.

In fact, the architecture in Yixi-
an’s old villages is so well-pre-
served that visitors may feel that
they have traveled back in time
when strolling through these set-
tlements.

Many of the buildings were con-
structed by extremely successful
merchants, known in Chinese as
the huishang, who made their for-

tune by trading tea and salt around
the country.

Huizhou prefecture, which exist-
ed for nearly eight centuries, was
established in the 1120s to govern
six counties, including Yixian. So
far, three Huizhou counties have
been listed as national famous his-
torical and cultural cities.

The merchants achieved most of
their success between the late
Ming Dynasty (1368-1644:) and the
early Qing Dynasty.

Becoming a merchant was a com-
mon thing in Huizhou during those
times — more than 70 percent of
local male residents had their own
businesses — as the mountainous
region had very little farmland.

heritage

Chinese people are known for
their affection toward their birth-
place, and the Huizhou merchants
were no different. Many of them
started constructing buildings in
their hometowns, and these struc-
tures were seen as symbols of
pride.

The merchants took great care in
ensuring that the buildings were
exquisitely crafted with brick carv-
ings at the entrances, stone carv-
ings over various windows and
wood carvings on door frames.

Yixian’s designation as a histori-
cal and cultural city will play an
important role in protecting Huiz-
hou culture and preserving the
heritage, according to Xu.

Policy Digest

Record filing to become
easier in three provinces

To help reduce burdens for
enterprises and people who need
to file records, local authorities in
Hebei, Zhejiang and Hubei prov-
inces will work to standardize
procedures and ensure quality
service.

According to an official reply
sent to the provincial govern-
ments last month and released
on Wednesday, the State Council,
China’s Cabinet, has given the
three provinces its approval to
pilot reform on standardized
management of administrative
record filing.

Aiming to boost the vitality of
market entities, the pilot pro-
gram was put forth to respond to
suggestions to streamline proce-
dures for citizens who plan to
start new businesses and seek
administrative approval from
local governments.

The program began on July 1
and will run through June 30 of
next year, covering all adminis-
trative record-filing matters in
provincial, city and county gov-
ernment departments.

According to the official reply,
the management system should
be improved to sort out and
strictly standardize all adminis-
trative record-filing matters. In
particular, the amount of
required materials should be
reduced, with procedures mini-
mized, time shortened and costs
lowered.

Emphasis will be placed on ser-
vices frequently requested by
businesses and individuals to
explore intelligently-driven
record filing, according to the cir-
cular.

Skyscraper height
control tightened

The National Development
and Reform Commission, China’s
top economic planner, has issued
a circular to tighten scrutiny over
the height of planned high-rise
buildings for the sake of construc-
tion quality and public safety.

The decision was made at a
time local governments have
been improving the management
of construction projects in terms
of safety and quality amid possi-
ble loopholes that may lead to
safety risks.

According to a circular issued
by the commission recently, the
number of new buildings above
250 meters will be strictly limited.

If such buildings need to be
built, the construction plans
should face stricter checks on var-
ious aspects such as fire safety,
and should be filed with the Min-
istry of Housing and Urban-Rural
Development.

The commission also banned
the new construction of skyscrap-
ers above 500 meters, according
to the circular.

For buildings above 100
meters, construction plans will
face strict scrutiny over seismic
performance. High-rises should
be in keeping with the city’s size
and their own firefighting capaci-
ty, the circular said.

Nation’s biodiversity
conservation improved

Living conditions for rare and
endangered species have under-
gone notable improvement as a
result of the country’s ongoing
biodiversity protection and eco-
logical restoration efforts.

China will build a comprehen-
sive monitoring system for biodi-
versity conservation, enhance
international cooperation and
promote public participation,
Ministry of Ecology and Envi-
ronment official Cui Shuhong
told a news conference on July 7.

By the end of 2019, China had
11,800 nature reserves, account-
ing for 18 percent of the country’s
land area and meeting the Aichi
Biodiversity Targets’ goal of pro-
tecting 17 percent of terrestrial
areas ahead of schedule, he said.

Populations of several rare and
endangered species have gradu-
ally recovered, and the numbers
of Siberian tigers, Asian ele-
phants and crested ibises have
grown rapidly, Cui said.

Rare and endangered species
such as the wild giant panda,
Tibetan antelope and milu deer
are living in better environ-
ments, he said.

He added that the giant panda
hasbeen removed from the list of
endangered animals, with 1,800
now living in the wilderness.

ZHANG YUNBI



